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*Indicates statistically significant difference from the US value at 
p<0.05. 

 

Planned pregnancies are not differentiated from unplanned pregnancies. 

 
This metric captures only live births; abortions, stillbirths, or spontaneous abortions are not included. 

The teen birth rate is a negative outcome reflecting likely limited social supports that the teen mom received during her 
childhood (Kearney, 2012; Kotchick, 2001), and predicts future socioeconomic struggles such as unemployment and lower 
education (Bissell, 2000). Children born to teen parents are at risk of emotional, behavioral, and socioeconomic difficulties (Lehr, 
2016). Teen pregnancy is also correlated with risky sexual behavior and contracting sexually transmitted infections (Kotchick, 
2001). Preventing teen pregnancy is one of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) top priorities. 

This is the rate of live births for females aged 15 to 19. 

Rate of births to female teens, age 15-19, per 1,000. 
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